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“YE SHALL NEVER FALL”
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INTRODUCTION1

One of the most reassuring passages in the New Testament for the
Christian to consider is 2 Peter 1:5-11. This passage reaches its
culmination in the verse that contains one of the greatest affirmations
in all of Scripture:

Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never
stumble (2 Pet. 1:10, emphasis added).

The English word “stumble” is taken from ptaio, which means to
"be ruined, be lost ... of the loss of salvation."2 2 Peter 1:10 gives
certain conditions which, if met, will result in the Christian not
stumbling, i.e., never being in a condition so as to be eternally lost.
However, to accurately understand the idea of a Christian never being
lost, one must be careful of the Calvinistic doctrine which asserts that
a person “once saved” can never be lost, no matter how they
live—whether morally or immorally; godly or ungodly; faithfully or
unfaithfully. This false teaching is commonly expressed as “Once
Saved, Always Saved!” Such a false notion is simply not a part of
Scriptural teaching, and the verse in question obviously does not affirm
it. That being so, what does 2 Peter 1:10 teach?

It is critically important to notice that the verse uses the conditional
word “if”. "[I]f ye do these things, ye shall never stumble." Question:
What are the "things" to be done whereby one will not stumble or be
lost?

One more observation needs to be made before answering that
question. 2 Peter 1:10 definitely implies possibility that one can
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stumble, that he can be lost. How? If he claims that those who "do these
things ... shall never stumble," it follows that if one does not "do these
things," then he shall stumble, be lost. In effect, Peter is not only telling
us how not to be lost, he is also telling us how we can be lost—if we do
not do the things which he enumerates in the preceding verses,
specifically in 2 Peter 1:5-7. So, what are the things for us to do
whereby we shall never stumble, be lost? To answer this question it is
absolutely necessary to examine the context in which verse 10 appears,
that context being 2 Peter 1:5-11. Within this passage we can learn of
the things to be done which will prevent us from being eternally lost.

AN ANALYSIS OF 2 PETER 1:5-7

Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in
your faith supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge (2 Pet.
1:5).

The words, "for this very cause," refer back to verse four of this
chapter where we are told that by the "precious and exceeding great
promises" granted to us by God, we presently share in "the divine
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in that world by
lust." Because of the facts mentioned in verse four, in verse five we are
told to add “on our part all diligence." What is “diligence”? “Diligence
is translated from the Greek word spoude, which means “eagerness,
earnestness ... also zeal."3

Every Christian should be impressed with the eagerness, earnestness
and zealousness with which he is to do the things by which he will
remain saved.

It is interesting to note that the verb form, spoudazo, translated
"give ... diligence," occurs in 2 Peter 1:10, and the same emphasis is
placed on being eager, earnest and zealous in making our "calling and
election sure." Both forms of the word indicate how unremitting our
efforts should be in pursuing the so-called “eight graces” (vv. 5-7) and
in making "your calling and election sure" (v. 10).

The verb "supply" is translated from the Greek word epichoregeo,
meaning "furnish, or provide (at one's own expense).4 So then, in our
faith we are to supply, furnish, provide virtue, et cetera.

The word “supply” ... is highly suggestive and interesting in the
implications which follow from its origin. Originally it meant to
found and support a chorus, to lead a choir, to keep in tune, and
then, to supply or provide. As here used, the graces which adorn
the Christian character are to be chorused into a grand symphony
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to the delight and pleasure of him who fashioned and made us
for his own good pleasure. It will be seen that there are eight of
the graces, and that they thus form an octave of soul tones, the
first being faith, the last love, an octave higher.5

In identifying what the faith is which is mentioned in 2 Peter 1:5,
the writer of Hebrews comes to our aid:

Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a conviction of
things not seen (Heb. 11:1).

And Paul states how we get our faith or belief:

So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ
(Rom. 10:17).

In 2 Peter 1:5, the “virtue” which our faith is to supply is "courage
and soul vigor, the manliness and the determination to do that which is
right."6 The “knowledge” which virtue, in turn, is to supply is from the
Greek word gnosis, which is defined as "moral wisdom, such as is seen
in right living."7 "This knowledge is gained by, and grows out of, the
practice of virtue."8 It should be added that the same word translated
“knowledge” in 2 Peter 1:5-6 is also used in the final verse of 2 Peter.

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and for ever. Amen
(2 Pet. 3:18).

In addition, “knowledge” is found in 2 Peter 1:2-3, 5-6, 8 and 2:20,
making this term one of the major subjects of 2 Peter. Finally, to
conclude the discussion of this term and of this verse, it must be
recognized that, in the final analysis, the only source of any knowledge
of God—however it might be defined—is the Bible, the Scriptures
since they alone make us complete, "furnished completely unto every
good work" (2 Tim. 3:17).

[A]nd in your knowledge self-control; and in your self-control
patience; and in your patience godliness (2 Pet. 1:6).

The “self-control” that is to come from knowledge is translated
from the Greek term enkrateia, which means: "the virtue of one who
masters his desires and passions, especially his sensual appetites."9 In
this passage, “knowledge” is to lead one to self-mastery, especially
regarding fleshly desires. The term translated “self-control” is used in
Acts when Paul was talking with Felix, the Roman governor.
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And as he reasoned of righteousness, and self-control, and the
judgment to come, Felix was terrified, and answered, Go thy
way for this time; and when I have a convenient season, I will
call thee unto me (Acts 24:25).

It is significant to observe that Paul shared with Felix—his wife,
Drusilla, being present—things which he did not want to hear, but
which he needed to hear, among them teaching regarding self-control.
That Felix was one who obviously had not mastered his sensual
appetites is indicated by the fact that he had seduced Drusilla (who at
the time was a beautiful, young Jewess) away from her lawlful
husband. He did this by the use of a sorcerer. Consequently, he was
living openly in adultery with her.

Another passage where the word “self-control” is given is in Paul's
epistle to the Galatian churches where this trait is listed as a part of the
"fruit of the Spirit."

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control; against
such there is no law (Gal. 5:22-23).

It is clear that we must be capable of doing that which Felix refused
to do and that which we are to bear as fruit of the Spirit. We must be
people of self-control. In order to have this grace we must follow the
teaching which Paul gave to the Colossian church. Paul instructed:

Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry (Col. 3:5).

Also, Paul’s instruction to the Roman Christians is relevant to the
matter of self-control.

So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after
the flesh: for if ye live after the flesh, ye must die; but if by the
Spirit ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live (Rom.
8:12-13).

Putting to death the deeds of the body (flesh) is not easy, but it is
absolutely essential if we would be possessors of self-control. It should
also be said that if our knowledge of God's Word—however great it
might be—does not lead us to self-control, our Christian profession will
degenerate into nothing but mere intellectualism, the pride of which
will, in turn, lead us further and further into self-delusion as to our own
importance and eventual self-destruction.
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The “patience” mentioned in 2 Peter 1:6, and which is to grow out
of self-control is hupomone, which literally means, "an abiding under."
It is identified as: "Patience, which grows only in trial."10 In the
marginal rendering of the American Standard Version (1901) it is given
as “steadfastness.” It can be further defined as "endurance, fortitude ...
perseverance.”11 Other references where this word “patience” is used,
as it is used in verse 6, are as follows:

But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness (1 Tim.
6:11).

But thou didst follow my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, love, patience (2 Tim. 3:10).

James, in all likelihood the Lord's brother, regarding the patience of
which Peter is speaking, wrote:

Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold
temptations ("trials," marginal rendering, ASV); Knowing that
the proving of your faith worketh patience (Jas. 1:2-3).

With the words of the foregoing quotation, James informed his readers,
who were of "the twelve tribes which are of the Dispersion" (Jas. 1:1),
that they were to rejoice, be glad, when "temptations"—trials, adversi-
ties, hardships—came into their lives because of their Christian faith
and faithfulness, for, as a result of these "temptations," their faith would
undergo a "proving" which, in turn, would work "patience." The word,
"proving," is taken from the Greek word dokimion. It means: "testing,
means of attesting ... the testing of your faith (temptations) produces
endurance Jas. 1:3."12 To put it plainly, we cannot grow in pa-
tience—the patience of which James and Peter speak—without trials to
test our faith. Returning to 2 Peter 1:6, we are told to add to our "self-
control patience." In our self-control we are to supply patience;
patience is to come from our self-control. How? "Self-control leads to
and perfects patient endurance, because only those who discipline
themselves are able to endure patiently the trials of life."13

The final words of 2 Peter 1:6 are: "and in your patience godli-
ness." “Godliness” is translated from the Greek word eusebeia and is
defined as being "the duty which man owes to God piety, godliness,
religion ... Godliness as a result of steadfastness and cause of endur-
ance."14 The word also appears prominently in Paul's first epistle to
Timothy.
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I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, thanksgivings, be made for all men; for kings and
all that are in high place; that we may lead a tranquil and quiet
life in all godliness and gravity (1 Tim. 2:1-2).

[B]ut refuse profane and old wives' fables. And exercise thyself
unto godliness: for bodily exercise is profitable for a little; but
godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life
which now is, and of that which is to come (1 Tim. 4:7-8).

[W]ranglings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the truth,
supposing that godliness is a way of gain. But godliness with
contentment is great gain (1 Tim. 6:5-6).

Besides appearing in 2 Peter 1:6-7, the word “godliness” also appears
in 2 Peter 1:3 and 3:11.

[S]eeing that his divine power hath granted unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him
that called us by his own glory and virtue (2 Pet. 1:3).

Seeing that these things are thus all to be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy living and godliness(2 Pet.
3:11).

Regarding the phrase, "in your patience godliness" (2 Pet. 1:6), the
following comment is offered:

Often unbelievers manifest a stoical patience toward the
adversities of life, but without the motive which springs from
respect and devotion toward God. Patience is approved only
when it results in submission to the burdens of life for the sake
of pleasing the Father.15

[A]nd in your godliness brotherly kindness; and in your broth-
erly kindness love (2 Pet. 1:7).

The “brotherly kindness” mentioned in this verse is from the Greek
word Philadelphia, which is literally “love of the brethren."16

Question: “Why should my godliness lead to loving my brothers
and sisters in Christ?” Godliness has been defined as involving my duty
before God. An inescapable part of that duty is to love with a brotherly
love my fellow Christians. The night our Lord was betrayed, before he
was delivered up to his enemies, He said:

By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another (Jn. 13:35).

Paul, writing to the Christians in Rome, stated:
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In love of the brethren be tenderly affectioned one to another; in
honor preferring one another (Rom. 12:10).

And Peter, in giving instruction to Christians who were "the elect ...
sojourners of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia" (1 Pet. 1:1), and also the recipients of 2 Peter, said:

Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one another from the
heart fervently (1 Pet. 1:22).

These statements of the apostle John are surely in ordler.

Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God:
and whosoever loveth him that begat loveth him also that is
begotten of him (1 Jn. 5:1).

If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for
he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, cannot love
God whom he hath not seen (1 Jn. 4:20).

Any claim to godliness is futile, even hypocritical, if our so-called
“godliness” does not result in loving our brothers and sisters in Christ
with brotherly kindness.

The concluding phrase of 2 Peter 1:7 is: "and in your brotherly
kindness love." “Love” here is translated from the Greek word agape.
"A warmhearted affection, identified as brotherly kindness is to lead to
love, love not only for the brethren, but all men, love—the crown and
jewel of all graces."17 Writing to the Corinthians and Colossians,
respectively, Paul said:

But now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest
of these is love (1 Cor. 13:13).

[A]nd above all these things put on love, which is the bond of
perfectness (Col. 3:14).

However, whether we are speaking of love for mankind (our fleshly
family and our spiritual family, the church; our friends and our
enemies) or our love for God (whether the Father, the Son or the Holy
Spirit), one general rule needs to pervade our thinking: “Love is as love
does!” That our love for God and man must be an interior emotion (in
thought) is surely axiomatic. Love for both God and man was an
integral part of the Law of Moses as it is now an equally integral part
of the Law of Christ. Our Lord, on one occasion, had a lawyer to quote
from the Law of Moses the following words regarding one's inheritance
of eternal life.
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Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbor as thyself (Lk. 10:27).

Jesus responded to the lawyer:

Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live (Lk.
10:28).

What the lawyer quoted from the Mosaic Law is certainly true of the
Christian Law. We, as Christians, are to love God with all our heart,
soul, strength and mind; and our neighbor as ourselves. Yes, our love
for God and man is an interior emotion (in thought) Yet, still it must be
reiterated: “Love is as love does!” In other words, it is not merely an
interior emotion, it is an exterior behavior. If our love does not behave
as it should—whether toward God or toward man—then what we are
claiming to be love is, in fact, not love. Regarding our love for God the
following passage is offered.

For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and
his commandments are not grievous (1 Jn. 5:3).

Regarding our love for man, the following passage is likewise offered.

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not
parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not
seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things (1 Cor. 13:4-7,
NKJV).

To bring to a conclusion the study (analysis) of this passage thus
far examined, 2 Peter 1:5-7, the following commentary is cited.

It is important to observe that it was the apostle's intention to
indicate that each of these graces grows out, and is produced by,
the one which precedes it. Before each grace mentioned, the verb
"supply" is to be understood. Each creates and makes possible
the next; each tempers and makes perfect that which goes before
it. The preposition in which he attaches to each indicates that the
grace which follows is included in the one which precedes it, and
is thus produced by it. The list of graces enumerated may be
analyzed as follows: (1) Those which are necessary to form the
Christian character: virtue, knowledge, self-control, patience; (2)
that which reveals the follower of Christ to be a servant of God
(godliness), a member of the family of God (brotherly kindness),
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and well disposed toward all men (love). From this we learn that
no grace can stand alone.18

"THESE THINGS" 2 PETER 1:8-11

The Activeness And Productiveness Of One Who Possesses And
Abounds In These Things

For if these things are yours and abound, they make you to be
not idle nor unfruitful unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ (2 Pet. 1:8).

To “have” is to “possess”; to “abound” is to increase. So then, if
one possesses and increases in “these things”—faith, virtue, knowl-
edge, self-control, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and love—he
will not be idle nor unfruitful.

These graces are to become an integral part of Christian charac-
ter and to reproduce themselves in the manifold acts of the
Christian life as they “abound” (better, multiply) to that end.
Thus activated, one is neither idle nor unfruitful; the trend of his
life is toward the "full knowledge" (epignosis) of the higher life
of the spirit. Thus full, or complete, knowledge is the goal
toward which all Christian service tends, and which may be
reached in no other way. Either one abounds in good works, or
his life is idle and fruitless. There is no alternative.19

The more we as Christians possess and multiply in the so-called
“Christian graces,” the more incentive we will have to be not idle (i.e.,
inactive) nor unfruitful (i.e., unproductive) in the work of the Lord.

Examples of inactivity and unproductiveness in the spiritual life are
vividly drawn for us in the Sacred Writings. However, the example that
surely comes to mind is the one-talent servant in the “Parable of the
Talents” (Mt. 25:14-30). The story is a familiar one to most anyone
acquainted with the parabolic sayings of Jesus. A certain lord had three
servants:

And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, to another
one; to each according to his several ability; and he went on his
journey. Straightway he that received the five talents went and
traded with them, and made other five talents. In like manner he
also that received the two gained other two. But he that received
the one went away and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's
money (Mt. 25:15-18).
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As we already know, the lord returned and reckoned with each of his
servants. He commended and rewarded the five-talent and two-talent
servants because of their industry and productiveness. But the one-
talent servant was greeted by the lord with censorship and condemna-
tion. Why? Was it because of the evil he had done? Obviously not.
Judgement was pronounced on him because of the work which he
failed to do. He was idle and unfruitful. As Christians, we fall prey to
the delusion that we are good just because we are not bad. We think
that we can spend our days in this life turning away from the opportuni-
ties to serve, spurning the good deeds that we could otherwise do in the
Lord's name and to His glory, and at the end of our days be well-
pleasing to Him. This is a fatal delusion if there ever was one!

At this juncture, it might be well for us to recall some of the
Scriptures which tell us of the need of good works in our lives. Christ,
speaking to his disciples in "The Sermon on the Mount," said:

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven (Mt. 5:16,
KJV).

Paul, to the church at Ephesus, wrote:

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them
(Eph. 2:10).

Writing to Titus, Paul exhorted:

[I]n all things showing thyself an ensample of good works; in thy
doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity (Tit. 2:7).

These and other verses bring before us what we tend to forget—i.e.,
that good works should be an integral part of our Christian lives. We
sometimes lack incentive. However, if we possess and abound in the
Christian graces, the incentive will be there and we will not be idle nor
unfruitful "unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."

The Impairment Of The One Who Lacks These Things

For he that lacketh these things is blind, seeing only what is near,
having forgotten the cleansing from his old sins (2 Pet. 1:9).

The greater our lack of “these things”—faith, virtue, knowledge,
self-control, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and love—the
greater our inability to see, the greater our blindness. The blindness
here is spiritual blindness, a kind of spiritual myopia. This involves
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being able to see "only what is near"—only the affairs of this present
life, and not the eternal consequences of the life to come.

The words “seeing only what is near” are from the Greek
muopadzo, used of one who is able to see only by constantly
blinking his eyes and keeping them partially closed. One so
afflicted closes his eyes, not to keep from seeing, but in order
that he may be able to see, his myopic condition rendering him
unable to look directly into the light. Thus hindered in his vision,
distant objects are to him indistinct, and he sees only that which
is near. In this figurative fashion Peter pictures for us the man
deficient spiritually and hence able only to see the things about
him—the world and its affairs—having lost power to look into
the future and see by faith beyond the gate of life eternal.20

How easy it is for Christians to descend into this blindness if they
are progressively devoid of the Christian graces. If left unchecked, this
impairment can result in a Christian forgetting "the cleansing from his
old sins," i.e., his conversion, when he obeyed the Gospel and his sins
forgiven, remitted, washed away. Ananias, speaking to Saul of Tarsus,
commanded:

And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on his name (Acts 22:16).

It is not that such an apostate, such a one as Peter is bringing before
us, cannot remember his conversion; it is that he chooses not to.
Therefore, the one who lacks “these things”—the eight Christian
graces—insofar as the spiritual life is concerned, is one who is impaired
visually, "blind, seeing only what is near" and impaired mentally,
"having forgotten the cleansing from his old sins." He no longer
remembers, because he no longer cares to remember.

The Blessed Assurance Of The One Who Does These Things

Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never
stumble: for thus shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
(2 Pet. 1:10-11).

The blessed assurance is that if in our faith we supply virtue; and
if in our virtue we supply knowledge; and if in our knowledge we
supply self-control; and if in our self-control we supply patience; and
if in our patience we supply godliness; and if in our godliness we
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supply brotherly kindness; and if in our brotherly kindness we supply
love—if we do these things—we shall never stumble, we shall never be
lost! Indeed, what blessed assurance! And yet, an equally blessed
assurance pertains to that which awaits us eternally: the richly supplied
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
We as members of the body of Christ have entered the kingdom.

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God! (Jn. 3:5).

The foregoing quotation has to do with our having obeyed the
Gospel, which obedience culminated in our baptism in water for the
remission of sins. At the same time, we were "born of water and the
Spirit” to enter the kingdom, God ...

who delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us
into the kingdom of the Son of his love (Col. 1:13).

We are therefore a part of the kingdom of Christ, but we are a part of
it here on earth, and, consequently, subject to the trials and tribulations
of the flesh. Some glorious day we will be a part of the kingdom, not
on earth, but having entered heaven itself in the glorified bodies of the
resurrection. Perhaps that is the richly supplied entrance to which Peter
is calling attention in 2 Peter 1:11. At any rate, glory awaits us, which
we have every right to anticipate, if we "do these things"—i.e., in our
faith supply virtue; and in our virtue knowledge, et cetera.

CONCLUSION:
"MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE"

Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence to make your
calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10).

We—all of us—greatly desire to assure and secure the hope of our
heavenly reward. When we contemplate the horrible destiny of the
wicked (eternal torment) and the glorious destiny of the righteous
(unending bliss), we all the more want to make our standing before God
sure and steadfast. Peter uses these words in order to express what we
must do in order to confirm our eternal salvation: "[M]ake your calling
and election sure."

“Calling,” translated from klesis, means: "call, calling, invitation
... the call that has come to someone.21 Paul used the word “calling”
(from klesis) same way as Peter did in the following passages:
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[H]aving the eyes of your heart enlightened, that ye may know
what is the hope of his calling, what the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints (Eph. 1:18).

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to walk
worthily of the calling wherewith ye were called (Eph. 4:1).

I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:14).

... who saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before times eternal (2 Tim. 1:9).

Question: How does God call men and women, boys and girls to
Him? Though a spiritualist medium? No Through a miracle? No.
Through a message? Yes! What is the message? The Gospel:

[W]hereunto he called you through our gospel, to the obtaining
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thess. 2:14).

What is the Gospel?

Now I make known unto you brethren, the gospel which I
preached unto you, which also ye received, wherein also ye
stand, by which also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word which
I preached unto you, except ye believed in vain. For I delivered
unto you first of all that which also I received: that Christ died
for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried;
and that he hath been raised on the third day according to the
scriptures (1 Cor. 15:1-4).

Therefore, the Gospel is how God invites people to Him. Christ's death
shows the love of God.

But God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8).

Christ's resurrection shows the power of God:

[A]nd what the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who
believe, according to that working of the strength of his might
which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead,
and made him to sit at his right hand in the heavenly places
(Eph. 1:19-20).

“Election” is translated from the Greek word ekloge meaning "selec-
tion, election ... choosing ... Especially of God's selection of Christians,
2 Pet. 1:10."22 Paul used that term when he penned:
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[K]nowing, brethren beloved of God, your election (1 Thess.
1:4).

The Gospel of Christ is the means by which God calls, invites men to
Him. When men accept God’s call by rendering obedience to the
Gospel—becoming obedient to its dictates—they then become the
selected, the chosen of God.

However, when one obeys the call and becomes the elect, that is
not the end of the Christian life. It is the beginning. There is the life to
be lived that is worthy of this calling and election. The calling and the
election not only have a beginning; they have a continuance in the lives
of faithful saints. Regarding living a life worthy of the calling, Paul is
again quoted:

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to walk
worthily of the calling wherewith ye were called, with all
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love; giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:1-3).

And, regarding living a life worthy of the election, the choosing, Paul
said:

[E]ven as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blemish before him in love
(Eph. 1:4).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the American Standard Version
unless otherwise noted.
2 William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lecicon of the
New Teatament and Other Early Church Literature (Chicago, IL: University
of Chicago Press, 1957), s.v. “ptaio.”
3 Ibid., s.v. “spoude,” “spoudazo.”
4 Ibid., s.v. “epichoregeo.”
5 Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the New Testament Epistles of Peter, John
and Jude (Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate Company, 1968), 150.
6 Ibid.
7 Joseph Henry Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Grand
Rapids, Zondervan Printing, 1976), s.v. “gnosis.”
8 Woods, 150.
9 Thayer, s.v. “enkrateia.”
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10 W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (Old Tappan,
NJ: Flemming H. Revell Company, 1966), s.v. “patience.”
11 Arndt and Gingrich, s.v. “hupomone.”
12 Ibid., s.v. “dokimion.”
13 Woods, 151.
14 Arndt and Gingrich, s.v. “eusebeia.”
15 Woods, 151.
16 Marginal rendering in my ASV.
17 Woods, 151.
18 Ibid., 152.
19 Ibid.
20 Ibid., 153.
21 Arndt and Gingrich, s.v. “klesis.”
22 Ibid., s.v. “ekloge.”
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